
Dear Georgia Colleagues,  
   
I hope you and your loved ones are managing to stay safe from the recent impacts of Hurricane Helene. 
The Heritage Emergency National Task Force (HENTF), a public-private partnership between FEMA and 
the Smithsonian Institution, is supporting response and recovery efforts of Georgia’s arts & culture 
sector – and the public.   
   
A major disaster declaration has been made on September 30th.  
   
  

a. Public Assistance is currently only available for Category A (debris removal) and 
Category B (emergency protective measures, including direct technical assistance) in 
the following counties: Appling, Brooks, Coffee, Columbia, Jefferson, Liberty, 
Lowndes, Pierce, Richmond, Tattnall, and Toombs counties. Learn more about 
Public Assistance: Categories A and B. We will keep you informed of additional 
categories and counties as they get added.  

   
EMERGENCY PROTECTIVE MEASURES may include, but are not limited to:   

1. Temporary emergency repair (blue roofs and other work) or stabilization of an 
eligible facility if it eliminates or lessens an immediate threat  

2. Wet vacuuming, damp wiping, or vacuuming with High-Efficiency Particulate Air 
(HEPA) equipment of the interior space   

3. Removal of contaminated gypsum board, plaster (or similar wall finishes), carpet 
or floor finishes, and ceilings or permanent light fixtures  

4. Cleaning of contaminated heating and ventilation (including ductwork), 
plumbing, and air conditioning systems or other mechanical equipment  

5. Removal or relocation of collections to prevent damage or loss  
   

The Public Assistance Program Delivery Process. For more information, go to Public Assistance 
Program and Policy Guide Version 4 (fema.gov).  
   

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.fema.gov%2fassistance%2fpublic%2fprocess&c=E,1,RBqORnbnRWw_sVMqH9ljik41XUhpkh-WKe_lJqimiQTWDy_vYhqIleBSgpEgS-SRdQjXNbvxPCqKGA7bQ4U7hBEdIV35rUjegVSjTh_pBGzkxYOSNQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.fema.gov%2fassistance%2fpublic%2fprocess&c=E,1,RBqORnbnRWw_sVMqH9ljik41XUhpkh-WKe_lJqimiQTWDy_vYhqIleBSgpEgS-SRdQjXNbvxPCqKGA7bQ4U7hBEdIV35rUjegVSjTh_pBGzkxYOSNQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.fema.gov%2fsites%2fdefault%2ffiles%2fdocuments%2ffema_pappg-v4-updated-links_policy_6-1-2020.pdf&c=E,1,INkBIMDc1GATfnIUjhc2ugkGZry5bQoUrWa_PvZurOOPU5hNuRlR-vZyENg0WChVb7bBpqkP14wuvXf_wILVI9-2gBGT0QEYwzrGxtgjIC3C3bxecWQFsD40GQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.fema.gov%2fsites%2fdefault%2ffiles%2fdocuments%2ffema_pappg-v4-updated-links_policy_6-1-2020.pdf&c=E,1,INkBIMDc1GATfnIUjhc2ugkGZry5bQoUrWa_PvZurOOPU5hNuRlR-vZyENg0WChVb7bBpqkP14wuvXf_wILVI9-2gBGT0QEYwzrGxtgjIC3C3bxecWQFsD40GQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2ffema.gov&c=E,1,zy3iHRqa5OrPxYygyMdG3qFe-Zj_60CrZZQ-XHjCk2JLfjhXkQxOhn70-fk10oD_3G1gg52rIQOB7YxHLvPGFsqO-x2PpQRuxQHjTVEXveuHWXqW_rQ,&typo=1&ancr_add=1


  
   

b. Individual Assistance is available to individuals and households in the following 
counties: Appling, Brooks, Coffee, Columbia, Jefferson, Liberty, Lowndes, Pierce, 
Richmond, Tattnall, and Toombs counties.. For disasters declared on or after March 
22nd, 2024, FEMA’s Individual Assistance program was expanded to include quicker 
access to needed funds including simplifying assistance for self-employed individuals 
such as self-employed artists and entrepreneurs. Learn more about this update in 
the Press Release.    

   
c. Information on DR-4830 can be found at  4830 | FEMA.gov. 

   
Please reach out to your members and constituents to help gather reports of damage, identify any 
unmet needs, and share the following resources:    
   

15. Were any cultural institutions or arts organizations affected? If so, how? Please 
encourage those impacted to fill out one of the following Rapid Damage Assessment 
Forms:   

• Cultural Institutions   
• Arts Organizations   
• Individual Artists and Performing Groups   

   
16. Cultural institutions, arts organizations, and artists and performing groups can call the 
National Heritage Responders hotline: 202.661.8068. The National Heritage Responders, a 
team of trained conservators and collections care professionals administered by the 
Foundation for Advancement in Conservation, are available 24/7 to provide advice and 
guidance.       

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.fema.gov%2fpress-release%2f20240119%2fbiden-harris-administration-reforms-disaster-assistance-program-help&c=E,1,v6nI1CzN-aiEHm9qDrOMMydF23mVUlQviQGaoHpxG-MuCHMexbDGTOIXf1gFvKtslJlVIItmKs34rVzyzyPZ0ai6sFMCZFjUpPGzyIWh9fulnQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.fema.gov%2fdisaster%2f4830&c=E,1,3io4-eFeSPol3U59ix1g1UOoH0elVbCTeDFNU7d5saYmQhNEnPfMNQj_Hd0ndVzxfv91xdVcLuZtDTSn5cppJis_5tuSS3pqCZDJKvmvaQnzhtB4GdkC&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fFEMA.gov&c=E,1,syBg5n1FR1cydbo-Ygu2DOEGpAf3trWasFup4OxnU52c1S-eXee05lY7DJxTtIHsSRslPT3N5zd7pFSRwtSFyaaF9I1JRCMXyHTC5uQg-JBGhJBDKu0,&typo=1&ancr_add=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2furldefense.us%2fv3%2f__https%3a%2fdocs.google.com%2fforms%2fd%2fe%2f1FAIpQLSdX2xFpCGc5gTq7UKQSO7xNQqpdL2kQMrFYNwx1RDxT-qsO8g%2fviewform__%3b%21%21BClRuOV5cvtbuNI%21BEwzqxgODI1zp5m8dPjxlgwYFPE7FIaj_O7W7ACq-9ybGrR-NnlJbEYKQFEmx90HpQxxIbSEg_kByGNE4Gt2Xy4nRKR0tQ%24&c=E,1,fS6o457tmYes_fFTRLxRYxXc5rb4ALkIi5BKpCFVFw_s3jy9P4cCARiOwCB50kPINNiSmwfv6KR1mT3YjIixY4OuDMrYWdwZJ53r1x8-5U6PeMSuksXfJbJUpbx6&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2furldefense.us%2fv3%2f__https%3a%2fforms.gle%2ffNAcHzBoUNWiWXY36__%3b%21%21BClRuOV5cvtbuNI%21FF4rrinph9gvQncugXdq34H2en9zNSLRF0jqQYTXQ73WKE62iV2HZ8Ykr5Bt7tUEfC6fSU6AIIQi187ecfI2p0gcR5cdnkM%24&c=E,1,-Vxidt2sXyAkBRH1Of80_LSk8Ma5MylqN11wvbEgw8vmC1mXUJOve9wVq6IVozIf0Wg0TXRPd73KXtucHy6vBeYodA2VdtYan-ABqo8ExvMg&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2furldefense.us%2fv3%2f__https%3a%2fforms.gle%2fQL5gAYNUeG6fYRWn7__%3b%21%21BClRuOV5cvtbuNI%21FF4rrinph9gvQncugXdq34H2en9zNSLRF0jqQYTXQ73WKE62iV2HZ8Ykr5Bt7tUEfC6fSU6AIIQi187ecfI2p0gcibV5DBo%24&c=E,1,YUNFNMt1sh_XF-IRAH_oOeUk20q3_C30AZeLigTkUlCohyMIYzrBXCOehl7ULWs3d_oP3XTYh54APfhCz_Y9_pDQA8_AeWBN9laMHob-Dq4iZ_iX&typo=1


   
17. Members of the public and individual artists who have questions about saving family 
heirlooms and personal collections can email the National Heritage Responders at 
NHRpublichelpline@culturalheritage.org.   

   
18. HENTF’s Save Your Family Treasures guidance is available at 
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/recover/save-family-treasures. Here you can find the 
downloadable FEMA fact sheets “After the Flood: Advice for Salvaging Damaged Family 
Treasures” and “Salvaging Water-Damaged Family Valuables and Heirlooms,” available in 
multiple languages.      

   
 

Please convey any questions to fema-hentf@fema.dhs.gov.   
 

mailto:NHRpublichelpline@culturalheritage.org
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.fema.gov%2fdisaster%2frecover%2fsave-family-treasures&c=E,1,o1Z6Q9SnFDsi73joQXafrhsBw7a51xTDp1Uk46dMgXRVK5OjOKML57x3KhYUQsoEzksZ9pUxLsWIWHAkWe38VJ5D5A4zEmOj6RJUtWh46KTESPtC&typo=1&ancr_add=1
mailto:fema-hentf@fema.dhs.gov

