
 

What is the purpose of this lesson plan? 

This lesson plan is intended to familiarize educators with the work of Atlanta-based artist Lillian Blades and explore 

contemporary artmaking practices. This lesson plan was designed to be easily adaptable for in-home learning utilizing 

simple supplies and is very flexible to use any supplies the art maker has readily available.  

All included content is for educational purposes only and shall not be distributed or used for by for-profit or corporate 

entities. This lesson plan was written by art educator Elisabeth Herrera-Very in hopes of sharing comprehensive 

resources with educators who must adapt their curriculum in response to COVID-19.  

About Atlanta Contemporary 

“Founded in 1973 as Nexus, a grassroots artists’ cooperative, Atlanta Contemporary has since become one of the 

southeast’s leading contemporary art centers. We play a vital role in Atlanta’s cultural landscape by presenting over 100 

consequential artists from the local, national, and international art scenes through our various exhibition and project 

spaces each year. We are one of the few local art organizations that commission new works, paying particular attention 

to artists of note who have not had a significant exhibition in the Southeast. We organize over 100 diverse educational 

programs annually including Contemporary Kids, Contemporary Cocktails, Contemporary Talks, Movement Love and 

more! Atlanta Contemporary provides on-site subsidized studio space to working artists through the Studio Artist 

Program, removing cost as a barrier to the creative process.”** Learn more at http://altantacontemporary.org.  

**Information taken in its entirety from: 

https://atlantacontemporary.org/about 

About the artist: Meet Lillian Blades!  

“Lillian Blades was born in Nassau, Bahamas in 1973 and currently 

resides in Atlanta, GA. She holds a BFA in Painting from the 

Savannah College of Art and Design, and an MFA in Painting from 

Georgia State University. In addition, Lillian has studied at the 

Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture in Maine and 

Caversham in KwaZulu Natal, South Africa. 

Lillian’s works are predominately mixed media assemblages and 

are made with an assortment of materials, both found and 

constructed by her in her home based studio. Her childhood home 

of Bahamas, ancestral background of West Africa, and her late 

mother, who was a seamstress, influences her art. These 

influences appear through use of her color palette and objects 

that evoke memory and history.”** 

**Information taken in its entirety directly from: 

http://lillianblades.com/about.html All photos also taken from 

Lillian’s website lillianblades.com. 
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Lesson plan overview:  

This lesson is designed to engage elementary students in exploring contemporary art practices utilized by working artists 

in metro-Atlanta. This lesson plan can be utilized alone or in correlation with Atlanta Contemporary’s interactive zine 

ACMakes issue 2.  

Community Connections: 

Learn more about Lillian Blades and her work by visiting her instillation at the East Atlanta Public Library or explore her 

other community collaborations by visiting her website lillianblades.com. 

 

Instillation at East Atlanta Public Library 

National Core Art Standards for Visual Arts: 

Creating: Anchor Standard #1. Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. 

Presenting: Anchor Standard #6. Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work. 

Responding: Anchor Standard #8. Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work. 

Connecting: Anchor Standard #10. Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art.  



Essential Questions: 

How can color be used in an artwork to share a feeling or mood? 

How can different types of materials be combined to tell a story or share a message? 

How is editing used to focus ideas within an artwork? 

Studio Habits of Mind: 

Develop Craft, Express, Stretch & Explore 

Learn more about the Studio Thinking framework developed by Harvard Graduate School of Education’s Project Zero at: 

http://www.studiothinking.org/the-framework.html  

 

Bahama Seashore 

Lesson objective: 

Create a collage composition by combining mixed media to communicate a message or tell a story.  

 

http://www.studiothinking.org/the-framework.html


 

Sun and Water 

Vocabulary: 

Background: The background is the area of an artwork that is, or appears to be, farthest away from the viewer. For this 

lesson, the background refers to the part of the artwork on which all collaged items are assembled.  

Collage: An artwork created by placing pieces together to create a composition. Collage may be made from cutting and 

gluing pieces of paper or it may be created with a variety of materials. 

Composition: The composition is the arrangement of elements in an artwork. The composition is the image a viewer 

sees.  

Editing: Just like when writing a paper, editing refers to the process of removing items that are not important or 

rearranging elements to make the message of the artwork as clear as possible.  

Mixed Media: The word media refers to the tools or materials used to create an artwork. For example, the media used 

to create a painting is paint. Mixed media refers to many different types of art materials or processes used together to 

create a single work.  

Materials needed:  

Assorted Paper (magazines, junk mail, scraps cut from other projects, promotional materials, clean food packaging, or 

any piece of paper that has visual interest) 

Glue (glue stick, white glue, clear tape, or other non-toxic adhesive can be used) 

Found objects (small items like buttons, broken costume jewelry, seashells, plastic toys, or any other tiny object that 

helps communicate the message of the artwork) 

Background material (paper, cardboard, or even a piece of wood can be used as the background for your composition) 



Procedure: 

1. Brainstorm a message for the collage. Think of what you want the artwork to communicate. Are you telling the 

story of a day you spent with your friends using the movie ticket stubs and take out menus you saved? Do you 

want your artwork to share happiness using your favorite happy colors? There is no wrong way to start, but it is 

important to decide on a specific message.  

2. Gather supplies. What color will help share your message? For example, Lillian’s work Growth utilizes lots of 

green, like the color of growing plants. If you were gathering materials for this work you might look for the color 

green in magazine pages, collect small green items from around the house, or find real plants outside.  

 

Growth 

3. Edit materials. Cut away pieces from magazine pages that are not relevant to the design. Look over what you 

have and consider the message of your work. Every item you choose should help in telling your story. 

4. Create your composition. Play around with arranging all of your items before you glue them down to the 

background paper. Glue each piece into its place and consider using overlapping or emphasis in the 

composition. There is no wrong way to create your composition. Stay true to your message and make it look the 

way you want it to look.  



Considerations for those with special needs: 

For those with underdeveloped motor skills or limited mobility consider tearing paper collage materials rather than 

cutting. Adaptive scissors can also be a helpful investment. 

For those with an aversion to textures utilize glue sticks rather than liquid glue to reduce unwanted stickiness. Allow for 

flexibility when collecting materials to ensure tactile needs are respected, don’t force artmakers to use any supplies that 

make them feel uneasy if tactile restrictions are a concern.  

 

Abundancescape 

Share your message: 

Sharing your voice is a powerful way to impact your community. Share your collage with others by posting it in a window 

for those who walk past to see or take a photo with your smartphone and post it to social media. Share your work with 

our friends at Atlanta Contemporary using the tag: #ACMakes. 

Want to support more projects like these?  

Make a donation to support the creation of more educational resources and the next issue of the interactive zine 

ACMakes by visiting atlantacontemporary.org. 


