Summary: The proposed class will outline the nature of semiotics and show how understanding and recognizing their patterns leads to a better understanding of people and the world around us.

Semiotics is the study of patterns, signs, and symbols and their use or interpretation. From body language to tone of voice and from the color of tiles to the shape of signs, we intuit semiotic information constantly, but we’re mostly doing so at a subconscious level. 

Raising the awareness of and the ability to interpret properly these indicators enhances one’s ability to understand and interact with the world and can empower people to improve their interactions with one another and with the environment.

Numbers: This Class should be at least 5 and no more than 30

Course Plan:

Week 1) Overview: What is the study of semiotics? What kinds of semiotics indicators are there? Assignment of projects:

A sign is something that has meaning to someone. Human brains are VERY associate so we follow the signs naturally and subconsciously, A sign stands for or points to something else.

Used in advertising and clothing.

3 Kinds of Signs

Icons - Resemblance (Chinese Characters, Burger King Logo)

Direct link Index - Causal link Smoke is a sign of fire. Object really affects sign (Footprints in sand, thermometer, Pain)

Symbol - no relationship at all (Language, Numbers, Yield Sign) 

Indication, versus Signification Versus communication

Indication requires no code. Anyone or anything will immediately understand what’s happening. (Come here gesture)

Signification is in code: 

Communication is willful and requires intent. Responsibility for communication lies with the initiant.

Codes: The relationship between the sign and what it represents. Code require specific knowledge. They limit who can understand. Each language is a code. Jargon is a code. 

Example rule three in improv. It’s specific jargon. It’s a code. 

Week 2) Iconographic Semiotics: Recognizing symbols and their meanings from Stop Signs to No-L the PUns we use. Religious symbolism.

Week 3) Language Semiotics: Upward inflected questions, Valley speak, The sexual and racial politics of language and reading subtext. Semiotics as Dog Whistles

Week 4) Semiotics in Nature: Reading the world around you to stay safe and maximize adventure

Week 5) Patterns: How patterns arrangement and color scheme provide information: Bathroom Tile color, Street Patterns, Jewish Walking Paths. Costo. 

Week 6) Wrap up: Reconsideration of the degree to which so much communication is non-linguistic. Is Grammar Semiotic? Current Research.

Assignments:

I propose that Each student create a brief 3 to 5 minute presentation outlining examples of semiotics we often do not consider
