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BRINGING THEIR STORIES TO LIFE!

 “Breaking Grounds”

Storyteller Jerry G. White takes you on a History journey of some  great men who had to break ground to achieve their greatness.

ALEX JOHNSON

54th Massachusetts Infantry

GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER

Plant Rotation and the Peanut Crop

Bass Reeves

Federal Marshall

Ray Charles

Music in Me
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Pre-set on upstage center is DJEMBE DRUM, MARCHING SNARE DRUM, THREE CHAIRS, and WIND CHIMES

SOUND CUE #1: AFRICAN DRUMS

(An African Drummer is on stage and does libation by pouring water into a plant that is on a Kente cloth draped stool. 

We pour libations to honor those who have come before us… we pour libations to ask that those who have come before us stand with us now to give us the strength and knowledge to achieve the same greatness. 

Boys and girls this is BRINGING THEIR STORIES TO LIFE! Breaking Grounds. 

(The Drummer sits in a chair and plays a Djembe drum that had been pre-set. The African Drummer removes his dashiki. Underneath, he has on a Civil war Uniform. He takes off his African hat and puts on a Civil War Hat.)

SOUND CUE #2: “CAPTAIN FINCH’S QUICKSTEP”

SOUND CUE #3: PAUSE TRACK #2 AND SKIP TO TRACK #3:

In 1863, during the War Between the States… the Civil War… Many African-Americans volunteered to join the ranks of the 54th Massachusetts Infantry in Boston Massachusetts. 

Among those who enrolled in the new regiment was Alex Johnson, a 16-year-old who had a passion for percussion… for the drums.

(The Civil War Soldier picks up the Marching Snare Drum that had been pre-set and plays a drum solo.)
I enlisted as a musician on March 2, 1863. If you all want to find out about the famous 54th Massachusetts Infantry you can watch the great Civil War movie “GLORY” that stars Denzel Washington. Robert Shaw the colonel and commander of the 54th had called me “the original drummer boy.”  And I am recognized as one of the first black musicians to enlist in the Army during the war. As a musician during the Civil War we did not do to much fighting but we were used as to help take of care of the wounded and those who may have given the ultimate sacrifice to their country. (The Civil War Soldier picks up a book that had been pre-set)

You can also read about another African-American Civil War drummer in this great book “LI’L DAN THE DRUMMER BOY A CIVIL WAR STORY” with illustrations by the famous African- American painter Romare Bearden.

SOUND CUE #4: “SAME OLD STORY BY STEVIE WONDER”

(Storyteller Jerry G. White takes off the CIVIL WAR JACKET AND HAT. He then puts on a Coat and tails. He puts on a White Lab apron.

Storyteller Jerry G. White gently plays the WIND CHIMES…

I was born in Diamond Grove, Missouri in 1863… allow me to introduce myself…

SOUND CUE #5: “CARVER’S GEORGE ©”
I never knew my mother. People who were called bushwhackers took my mother and me from the home of Moses and Susan Carver. I was returned home. My mother was not. My original name was “Carver’s George.” I was named for Moses and Susan Carver… I called them Uncle Moses and Aunt Susan. I changed it to George Washington Carver.

I was able to go to school and get an education. I knew that plants had a story to tell. “Education is the golden to unlock the door of freedom” I enjoyed spending time in the woods and forest on the carver farm…I loved how never felt and looked. I knew nature had a story to tell.
“If you love it enough anything will talk to you.”

After I earned my Master’s Degree from Iowa State University in biology with a concentration in plant rotation, the great Educator Booker T. Washington asked me to teach and do research at Tuskegee Institute.

I had farmers plant soil-enriching plants such as peanuts, peas, soybeans, sweet potato, and pecans. I’m sure most of you have seen a few of these plants in your southern travels. On many occasions this change in planting was not an easy thing to convince the farmers to try. Change is hard to adjust to. A big concern was that there was not being a big market at that time for peanuts. 

So, I went into the lab and “invented over “300 ways to use peanuts and more than a 100 ways to use the sweet potato.”
“I did not patent the vast majority of my inventions; in fact, I only patented three.  I believe that my discoveries with food products were all gifts from God.  “God gave them to me… How can I sell them to someone else?”
Raise your hand if you have ever used or ate any of these: Lotion, Peanut Butter, Buttermilk, Cocoa, Margarine, Vinegar, and Salted Peanuts, and Paints. Those are just a few of my “so called inventions”.  

SOUND CUE #6: “MOTHER’S NATURE ©”
(George Washington Carver takes out a pamphlet out of his lab coat pocket and shows the audience his rotation schedule. 













To learn more about George Washington Carver, I would suggest that you all read this book… A Pocketful of Goobers A Story about George Washington Carver By Barbara Mitchell and illustrated by Peter E. Hanson. He puts down the books and…
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