RIDING WEST STUDY GUIDE

BY KAY ROSENBLUM

Wagons, ho! Kay turns back the clock and invites students to join the members of an 1860’s
wagon train along the bumpy, dusty trails westward. Using classroom objects, cowboy music,
various acting techniques and lots of imagination, students will work in groups to recreate the
sights, sounds, dangers and triumphs of their full day’s journey to Oregon.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

*  Students will create tableaux of scenes of settlers’ survival.

e  Students will pantomime an imaginary journey on a wagon train ride out West.

*  Students will listen to several monologues by the artist of people who traveled to the
West.

*  Students will improvise scenes which might occur on such a trip using some of the
characters from the artist's monologues

VOCABULARY
* yoke — a wooden frame for harnessing two draft animals to pull wagons
» suffragette — a woman who took part in public protests about giving women the
right to vote in the early 1900’s
* monologue - a long speech or talk made by one person
e tableaux - a frozen group of silent people

ASSESS THE LEARNING:

What do you think someone on a journey across the United States in a covered wagon would
have done for fun?

What food do you think they got along the trail?

Why do you think people wanted to move to and live in the unsettled West?

What kind of characteristics do you think they would have to have to endure a long, unpleasant
journey?



EXTEND THE LEARNING

Research, Write and Act
Find out about different people who lived during the settling of the
West. Write a short monologue (speech) for them, dress up
and act out your character.

Read- Little House on the Prairie by Laura Ingalls Wilder, Act out scenes from the book.

Research and Act Out- a day in the life of a cowboy
Include the facts that there were many cowboys of African
descent, Mexicans, and Civil War Veterans.

Gold Rush Demonstration:

Show how quickly word of gold spread by this activity.

Needed: a roll of shiny pennies

How to: at some point in the day when the students are busy
working, quietly start giving out the pennies, one
to a student, see how long it takes before the
whole class knows you're giving them out.

Discuss: How did it feel to get free money? How do you think
the miners felt about finding gold?

Discuss how long it took to find out about the free pennies.
How was this like the spread of news about
gold being discovered in California?

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Joseph Jr., Alvin, ed. The American Heritage History of The Great West.
New York: American Heritage Publishing Co., Inc., 1965.
Daniel, Clifton, ed. Chronical of America. Missouri, U.S.A.: JL International
Publishing, 1993.
Gerrard, Roy. Wagons West! New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1996.
Wilder, Laura Ingalls. Little House on the Prairie. New York: Harper/Trophy, 1973.
Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia, 1996.

Music: “Sons of the Pioneers, Symphonies of the Sage” 2001 Soundies/Bloodshot LTD.



