
HANUMAN THE HERO
EXPLORING PUPPETRY of ASIAN CULTURES

Program Guide for Teachers

Take a journey into the origins of puppetry: experience 2,000 years of puppetry arts from Asia.

Some questions to ask students:
Do you have any puppets at home?  What kind are they?  
How are they controlled? (by a hand, sticks, strings)
What is a puppet?   
One definition of a puppet: Anything you can pick up and bring to life!
Can some ordinary object in the classroom “come to life”?
It would be called a “found object” puppet.  What would its personality be?  Does it speak?

 Some types of puppets from the program will be :

 Shadow Puppet - A flat figure which when placed between a light 
and a screen casts a shadow and plays the part of a character.
 Marionette - A puppet controlled by strings, usually from above.
 Rod Puppet-  A puppet controlled by rods, usually from below.
 Hand Puppet: A puppet controlled by the hand.

Geography - Regions visited in this program:

CHINA
Shadow Play and “Glove puppets” 

   The Tale of Emperor Wu and Madame Li

INDIA  
Shadow Puppetry (Tolu Bommalata) from south India.  
String puppets (Kathpultli) from Rajasthan in the north: 

The Legend of Amar Sing Rathor

INDONESIA
  Mask Theater (Wayang Topeng)
  Rod Puppetry (Wayang Golek: 

  Shadow Puppetry (Wayang Kulit) 
     Hanuman the Hero!

Learning Objectives
 Experience various styles of puppet theater from different countries and cultures.
 Gain appreciation of puppetry as an art form, medium for storytelling, and means of cultural adhesion.
 Learn about different materials and construction techniques used in crafting of puppets
 Expand appreciation for geography, arts and cultures of Asia.
* Participate in the performance - be allowed to improvise within the bounds of a narrated story.


