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Name of Program 

Caught  on  Video!  
Catch  your  students  acting  out  on  video  –  you  control  the  content  and  they  learn  and  exhibit  their  
learning  along  the  way!  You  pick  a  text  –  novel,  biography,  history,  science,  technology,  current  events,  
or  the  arts.  The  students  choose  a  pivotal  event  from  the  text  and  dramatize  the  event.  We  develop  a  
storyboard  and  a  short,  simple  script.  Students  act  out  the  scene  while  others  take  on  production  roles.  
Participants  see  their  work  when  we  watch  the  video  at  the  premier!  Examples:    
Novels  –  To  Kill  a  Mockingbird  –  We  act  out  the  courtroom  scene  where  Mayella  lies  and  says  that  she  
was  attacked  by  Tom  Robinson.  
History  –  A  reenactment  of  the  day  that  Rosa  Parks  refused  to  sit  in  the  back  of  the  bus.  
Science  –  Famous  Contributors  –  Charles  Darwin  –  A  scene  of  Darwin  discovering  unusual  and  new-
to-the-world  animals  in  the  Galapagos  Islands.   

 
  

 
Bio 

Lydia	  Bolen	  is	  a	  Teaching	  Artist	  in	  the	  art	  of	  Digital	  Filmmaking.	  She	  is	  also	  a	  filmmaker,	  actor,	  
and	  producer.	  Lydia	  holds	  a	  BA	  in	  Film	  and	  Video	  from	  Georgia	  State	  University.	  She	  has	  
worked	  on	  numerous	  productions	  including	  independent	  films	  and	  theatre,	  as	  well	  as	  movies	  
and	  series	  for	  national	  television.	  Lydia	  has	  been	  partnering	  with	  teachers,	  students,	  and	  
administrators	  while	  enabling	  the	  learning	  process	  in	  schools	  and	  churches	  for	  over	  15	  years.	  
She	  presents	  at	  education	  forums,	  including	  STEAM	  presentations	  on	  digital	  media,	  and	  is	  
currently	  developing	  and	  producing	  a	  new	  web	  series.	  Lydia	  has	  been	  on	  the	  roster	  at	  Arts	  for	  
Learning,	  Woodruff	  Arts	  Center	  and	  also	  leads	  summer	  camps	  in	  introductory	  digital	  
filmmaking.	  Her	  mission	  is	  to	  teach	  young	  people	  the	  basics	  of	  the	  art	  of	  filmmaking.  
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Key Vocabulary Objectives 

•   Script 
•   Screenwriting 
•   Storyboard 
•   Pre-production 
•   Production 
•   Post-production 
•   Wide shot 
•   Medium shot 
•   Close up 
•   Extreme close up 
•   Dutch tilt 
•   Script Supervisor 
•   Continuity 
•   Objective 
•   Tactics 
•   Obstacle 
•   Conflict 
•   Editing 
•   Beat 
•   Key grip 
•   Best boy 
•   Key light 
•   1st Assistant Director 
•   Production Designer 

 

•   Students will describe how a particular 
story’s plot unfolds in order to distinguish 
the most important events. The creation of 
the storyboard will enable the students to see 
the sequence of actions of a scene in a visual 
form. 

•   Students will describe more details of the 
text while they use the storyboard to develop 
a simple script. They will describe and infer 
what the characters’ feelings and objectives 
are. 

•   Students will portray the characters in the 
scene and show with their bodies and voices 
that they have a deep understanding of the 
characters, setting, and event as they act the 
scene out. 
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Standards 

Key Ideas and Details 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL6.3 – Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a 
series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a 
resolution. 

Craft & Structure 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL6.5 – Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene or stanza fits into 
the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. 

TAESK.2  Developing  scripts  through  improvisation  and  other  theatrical  methods  
a.  Identifies  dramatic  elements  including  character,  setting,  problem,  plot,  resolution,  
beginning-middle-end  
b.  Retells  stories  
c.  Sequences  plot  events  for  dramatizations  
d.  Generates  original  ideas  for  dramatizations  
e.  Uses  the  playwriting  process:  pre-write/pre-play  event;;  preparing  to  write/dramatize;;  
writing/dramatizing  story;;  evaluation,  reflection,  editing;;  rewrite/replay  dramatization  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assess the Learning 

•   What  motivated  the  characters?  
•   Describe  and  summarize  our  final  product  in  one  to  two  well-developed  paragraphs.  
•   How  would  the  event  that  was  dramatized  change  if  the  setting  were  different?  (For  example,  

in  a  desert,  rainforest,  or  big  city.)  
•   If  you  could  change  one  thing  about  our  final  film,  what  would  you  change  and  why?  
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Extend the Learning 

Pre-residency    
•   Brainstorming  -  Narrowing  the  text  or  event  being  studied  down  to  a  scene  that  the  students  

want  to  dramatize  
•   Establishing  student  teams  of  5  –  6  students  per  team.  Exploring  the  different  team  

responsibilities  for  the  filmmaking  process,  including  writing,  storyboarding,  acting,  lighting,  
wardrobe,  props,  sound,  assistant  directing,  continuity,  etc.  

Post-residency  
•   Glows  &  Grows  –  The  students  reflect  on  their  own  experience  with  the  filmmaking  process  

and  discuss  or  write  about  two  positive  things,  or  Glows,  and  one  thing  they  would  do  
differently,  or  Grow.  Staying  positive  in  regards  to  creativity  is  imperative  –  even  if  there  are  
things  we  wish  were  different  in  the  final  product.  

•   Explore  how  the  students  would  change  the  end  of  the  novel  or  text  and  what  images  and  
actions  they  would  use  to  exemplify  those  changes.  

•   How  would  the  students  rewrite  history  and  why?  Does  the  new  ending  make  them  feel  
happier,  like  the  characters  were  vindicated,  or  is  it  simply  more  exciting  to  them?  
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Additional Resources 

Arts  for  Learning,  Woodruff  Arts  Center  -  Digital  Media  Club  
http://artsvibe.com/digital-media-club/  (At  this  time,  this  program  is  free  of  charge.)  
  
Simple  editing  software  –  
Windows  Movie  Maker  (Amazon  link)  
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0735620148/ref=as_li_tf_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&
creativeASIN=0735620148&linkCode=as2&tag=ezvid02-20  
  
iMovie  for  iPads  
  
Storywriter  by  Amazon  
  
AvidFreeDV  (Amazon  link)  

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B006IWDMUY/ref=as_li_tf_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creati
veASIN=B006IWDMUY&linkCode=as2&tag=ezvid02-20 
 
Free Music - 
http://freemusicarchive.org/curator/video 
 
http://www.freestockmusic.com/ 
 
Free sound effects – 
http://www.audiomicro.com/free-sound-effects 
 
https://www.freesound.org/ 
 
Casting and Crew Jobs – 
http://www.georgia.org/industries/entertainment/georgia-film-tv-production/casting-crew-jobs/ 
 
Summer Camps – 
Lionheart’s Summer 2015 Fine Arts Camp – lionhearttheatre.org/camps/ (to be led by Lydia Bolen) 
  
 


