Academy of Kuchipudi Dance

www.kuchipudi.us

The Art of Kuchipudi Dance, a classical dance style of India, is both interpretive and lyrical, and also makes
use of song, mime and dance sequences that describe a story. It receives its name from the village of
Kuchipudi in Andhra Pradesh, South India. In recent times, the art form has captured the attention of the Indian
community in America with an unprecedented intensity, based in part on the tours conducted throughout the
U.S. by Guru Vempati Chinna Satyam. Sasikala Penumarthi, one of his students, founded the Academy in
1997. Kuchipudi dance is based on the guiding principles formulated by Guru Vempati, producing dance-
dramas, and promoting the knowledge of the classical art of India in the American community at large.

Ms. Penumarthi has toured all throughout India. In March 1993, she performed at the prestigious Khajuraho
Dance Festival following an invitation from Madhya Pradesh Kala Parishad. She has also represented the
Indian Council for Cultural Relations in Europe, the former Soviet Union and the U.S. She has taught
Kuchipudi at Emory University Dance Department, and conducted lecture demonstrations at Georgia State
University, Macon State College and the University of Georgia.

Dance dramas in the repertoire include Chandalika, Rukmini Kalyanam, Krishna Parijatham, Srinivasa
Kalyanam and Swapna Vijayam, which is an adaptation of the famous Nutcracker Ballet into Kuchipudi
Dance.

Bookings: Sasikala Penumarthi Founder/Executive Director
678. 473.1753 | Duluth |

FEES | Performances $1,000 to $5,000

PERFORMANCE SPECIFICATIONS | Stage Dimension: 20’ x 20’ minimum e Stage Set: (live orchestra performance) 3 - 4 risers, 2’ x 4’ x 8, at stage

right e Audio: (live orchestra performance) 10 microphones; (recorded music performance) tape deck/CD player e Video: (select ballet performances): video
projector e Lighting: theatrical (amber) lighting for sufficient stage illumination: (ballet/large group performances) special lighting required e Rehearsal
Space: (ballet/large group performances) stage rehearsal at the facility required



http://www.kuchipudi.us/

